
	 1	

 
 
Pentecost: Yesterday, today and forever. 
 
 
Today’s specific emphasis is : Acting on the Special Abilities of the 
Holy Spirit 
 
 
Let us stand, stretch our bodies and our minds to receive this word.  
 
These passages will serve as a short review and reminder of all the ground we 
have covered since beginning this series on Pentecost, the same yesterday, 
today and forebear. 
 
Let us say all of these out loud, together. 
 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Heb. 13:8) 
 
 
 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Lu. 3:16) 
 
 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:4) 

 

 
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want 
you to be uninformed. (1 Cor. 12:1) 
 
I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. (1 Cor. 14:18) 
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I wish you could all speak in tongues, but even more I wish you could 

all prophesy.  (1 Cor. 14:5) 

 

When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, 

and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  (Acts 19) 

 

Today’s passage: 

(Peter quotes this on the Day of Pentecost. 

FYI:  Even Fishermen had large portions of scripture memorized.) 

 

Joel 2 

28“And afterward, 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

your old men will dream dreams, 

your young men will see visions. 

29Even on my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

30I will show wonders in the heavens 

and on the earth, 

blood and fire and billows of smoke. 

31The sun will be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood 

before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 

32And everyone who calls 

on the name of the LORD will be saved; 
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Pastor: The Word of the Lord 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 

 

 

Prayer: 
 

 

Total eclipse’s are regional, and here is a thought.  That prior to the coming 
of the Lord, every region on earth will have experienced a total eclipse. 
 
The passage speaks of this possibility: 

The sun will be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood 

before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 

 
Last Monday, our nation in unity and single purpose lifted up our eyes and 
beheld the partial eclipse of the sun, and either by television or in person 
witnessed this passage of scripture being fulfilled.  The sun will be turned to 
darkness. 
 
The blood moons as described have preceded this, being fulfilled in recent 
history. 
 
Pagans said the eclipse represented the opportunity for transformation. 
 
40 days from the eclipse will be the Jewish feast of Yom Kippur, signaling 
their time of atonement and repentance. 
 
At the very least the eclipse represents a time to be awakened to judge 
yourself, and repent of things you fall short in, and allow yourself to be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds.   
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I planned on enjoying the moment in solitude, but quickly changed my mind, 
when invited over to have a communal moment with my daughter and grand 
kids.   
 

 
In the 60’s before these glasses, we could only 
see it through a reflection. 
Now, we have these glasses, and can look 
directly at it. 
 
Reminds me of 1 Cor. 13, which now we see but 
a reflection of God’s glory, but then at the 
coming of the Lord sees him face to face. 
 
 

 
The reflection was great, but the actual view with the solar glasses was 
beyond amazing. 
 
Thank you Rachel for the invitation. 
 
To all, be invited to a personal relationship with God through Christ Jesus.  As 
good as it is seeing it reflected in others, it cannot be compared to 
experiencing it yourself. 
 
Pentecost is many, many things, as we have spent all summer studying and 
sharing the many facets of the experience referred to as the Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit, and the evidence of speaking in tongues. 
 
Today’s passage from Joel and Acts 2 carry not only this signal that will 
precede the coming of the Lord, but quite a few other things. 
 
Gender and Racial Equality 
 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
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It is repeated in a few verses in a different way. 

 

Even on my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
 
There is only one qualifier. 
 
Being a child of God, and a servant of God. 
 
Race nor gender is not a disqualifier or qualifier. 
 
I think it is significant, that this trip to Africa has been planned for months, 
and it follows this few weeks of intensity of the conversation on racial equality 
and the evil of white supremacy. 
 
I go, to Africa, not as an expert, but as a child of God and a servant of God. 
 
I go, to serve, and to view my brothers and sisters as equals. 
 
This is not new, for me, and if it is new for you, welcome to the team of racial 
and gender equality. 
 
It is never too late to join the team of racial and gender equality. 
 
In 1974, I looked in the rearview mirror of my Datsun 210 and asked Craig 
Kirby, hey, shouldn’t I get on the team? 
 
In addition, he led me onto team Jesus, by a prayer that included repentance 
of m sins, and accepting of Jesus as my savior. 
 
Once on the team of team Jesus, I am fellow brother and sister with all who 
call on the name of Jesus.  There is no pre-eminence in the family of God, nor 
should there ever have been. 
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If you are mildly prejudiced or feel a male has more weight in a relationship, 
be encouraged to renew your mind and be transformed to the bible’s way of 
life. 
 
The Holy Spirit baptizes all people, regardless of race or gender, elevates all 
to family status, and requires all to be servants of God. 
 
It is a fabulous thing to be sent to Africans.  
 
It was a fabulous thing to go down to the Tanzanian embassy, shake hands 
with the ambassador, get some real good advice for traveling in their county 
by the male receptionist, and hang out with Tanzanians, as an equal. 
 
In Christ, we are sons and daughters of God and servants of God, and allow 
the power of the Holy Spirit to erase any hint of racial bias or gender 
inequality. 
 
Some are asking what my mission will be.   
 
In	15	days	(September	11),	I	begin	the	mission	to	Tanzania	and	Ethiopia.		My	
mission	to	Tanzania	was	finalized	this	past	week,	when	I	received	this	email	from	
Pastor	Barnabas.	With	two	weeks	to	go,	it	came	as	a	little	surpise,	and	it	took	me	a	
few	days	to	get	over	the	surprise	and	the	tension.		It	was	only	after	some	comfort	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	that	spoke	to	my	spirit,	that	told	me,	“all	your	life,	you	have	been	
prepared	for	this	moment.		Do	not	worry”	
	
 
 
4.On Sept.15 and 16, Teach a seminar on Leadership Ethics whole day ,you can teach on integrity, 
honesty, accountability, stewardship etc.the audience will include pastors,elders,deacons,departmental 
directors and their wives. 
5.on Sept.17.you will preach in our church during the first service which ends 9.am and then drive to 
Dar es Salaam and catch the flight to Ethiopia. 
 
This is the summary of your itinerary. More detailed information will be send to you by my associate 
pastor Wema Khuni who will communicate and coordinate  your trip on my behalf.  
 
Thank you my friend. 
	
I	have	neve	formally	taught	Leadership	Ethics,	but	the	comfort	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	has	
reminded	me	that	all	my	life	has		been	prepared	for	this,	so	I	am	not	going	to	worry	
or	stress.		Pray	with	and	for	me	for	some	quiet	times	to	put	into	an	outline,	what	the	
Holy	Spirit	would	want	tme	to	share	about	leadership	ethics.		Pray	for	me,	that	I	will	
be	aware	of	the	Holy		Spirit’s	gentle	nudges	to	know	what	to	say	in	this	great	church	
of	the	General	Supt.	
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In	Ethiopia	I	will	utilize	the	Masters	of	Arts	in	Christian	Ministry	degree	to	teach	an	
in-depth	theology	course	entitled,	“God	and	Angels	“in	the	Addis	Ababa	Bible	
College.			It	covers	the	nature,	the	qualities,	of	God,	and	the	theology	of	God	as	all	
knowing,ever	present,	all	wise,	all	powerful.		From	his	primary	nature	of	being	
HOLY,	all	of	his	acts	of	creation	flow.		The	angels	declared	that	God	is	three	times	
holy.		Holy,	Holy,	Holy,	are	you	,	Lord	God	almighty.		In	the	foreknowledge	of	God,		
	
The Department of State warns U.S. citizens of the risks of travel to Ethiopia due to the 
potential for civil unrest and arbitrary detention.  There continue to be reports of unrest, 
particularly in the Gondar region and Bahir Dar in Amhara State, and parts of Oromia 
State. This replaces the Travel Warning of June 13, 2017. 
  
The Government of Ethiopia has demonstrated its ability and willingness to restrict or 
shut down internet, cellular data, and phone services, impeding the U.S. Embassy’s 
ability to communicate with U.S. citizens in Ethiopia and limiting the Embassy’s ability to 
provide consular services.  Additionally, the Government of Ethiopia does not inform the 
U.S. Embassy of detentions or arrests of U.S. citizens in Ethiopia. 

Avoid demonstrations and large gatherings, continuously assess your surroundings, and 
evaluate your personal level of safety.  Be aware  that the government may use force 
and live fire in response to demonstrations, and that even gatherings intended to be 
peaceful can be met with a violent response or turn violent without warning.  U.S. 
citizens in Ethiopia should monitor their security situation and have contingency plans in 
place in case you need to depart suddenly. 

Given the unpredictable security situation, U.S. citizens in Ethiopia should have alternate 
communication plans in place, and let family and friends know that communication may 
be limited while you are in Ethiopia.  The Department of State strongly advises U.S. 
citizens to register your mobile number with the U.S. Embassy to receive security 
information via text or SMS, in addition to enrolling in the Smart Traveler Enrollment 
Program (STEP). 
	
	
In	both	countries,	I	also	desire	to	provide	some		“member	care”	to	the	missionaries	
and	their	families	who	are	laboring	in	these	countries.		(One	missionary	asked	me	to	
bring	some	semi-sweet	chocolate	chips	and	another	asked	for	things	that	remind	
them	of	fall	in	the	U.S.	such	as	a	fall	scented	candle.)					
 
Some of your missions giving will a gift of chocolate for a missionary family, 
who serves the Ethiopian church, and who longs for a little taste of home.  
Some of your missions giving will be in the form of gifts to the missionary 
families, who are training and equipping the African followers of Christ into 
ministry.  Some of your missions giving will pay for the airfare on Ethiopian 
airlines, and accommodations in Tanzania.  The Addis Ababa bible school 
will house and feed me while in Ethiopia. 
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You may be asking yourself, Lord, what is my mission? 
 
What is My Mission? 
 
Now that I am baptized in the Holy Spirit by faith,  
Now that I have the special ability to pray in tongues 
Now that I have the special ability to prophesy, 
 
What is my mission? 
 
Maybe your initial reaction will be, “help me Jesus” as was mine when I first 
received the email from my host pastor.  It was different than what I thought 
it was.  It took me a few days, to get my head and heart wrapped around my 
specific mission.  I slowly began to relax in it, when I realized all my life, I have 
been preparing for that kind of mission.  Leadership ethics is not a new topic, 
and it has been tested in many settings. 
 
 
 
 
Altar call 
 


